My War Memories, 1914-1918
opposite. Unaccustomed to war on a large scale, they made no use of the chances offered them again and again of forcing our divisions up against the Dniester and the Carpathians. They advanced extraordinarily slowly and lost time. Every day was a day gained to us ! The Russians, too, showed no capacity. They preferred to storm the ridge of the Carpathians instead of making a thrust at our open flank through Moldavia. Rumania's participation in the whole campaign followed no definite plan. No common scheme of operations had been settled.
After the first German troops from the West, which had been intended for Rumania, had been moved to East Galicia and the Carpathians, we had to transfer to Transylvania divisions from the front of the Commander-in-Chief in the East. We had to take the risk of weakening the front there. But the appearance of these troops in Transylvania could not be counted on before the middle of September. The poor railway communications in Hungary caused still further delay.
The Austrian troops, too, were long in coming up. General von Conrad did not dare to weaken the Isonzo front any further. He only let us have some mountain brigades from the Tyrol. Even these, too, could not be on the spot until very late. I therefore offered the Austrian G.H.Q. in Teschen several Austrian divisions of Linsingen's Group which could no longer be employed against Russian troops. They were thankfully received. These divisions could hold part of the line, but certainly could hardly be used for attack.
In the second half of September the forces which we were concentrating in Transylvania gradually increased in numbers, though they were still very weak in comparison with the enemy. At the best, it was all a question of a few divisions. The Austrian ist Army had little fighting value. The gth, Army was capable of'to offensive, and it was the centre of gravity of the whole operation.
As soon as their concentration was completed, about the end of September, both armies were to start off, the Austrian ist Army passing north of Schassburg, in a direction due east, and
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